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This is in response to the Office Action mailed June 16, 2003. 
Please cancel claim 14 without any prejudice to Applicants' right to file a 
divisional patent application directed to the method of claim 14. 

However, the restriction requirement with respect to method claim 15 is 
respectfully traversed. 

The Examiner cites MPEP § 806.05(f) as the basis for the requirement for an 
election between electrical connection claims 1-13 and method claims 14-15. 
MPEP § 806.05(f) is based on 35 U.S.C. § 121 which requires that two or more 
independent and distinct inventions are being claimed. 



The Examiner opines that the inventions are "distinct" because "the electrical 
connector can be made by shaping a piece of metal into the desired shape without 
cutting it from a metallic sheet." 
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Method claim 15 does not require that any cutting of anything from a metallic 
sheet. Hence the Examiner has not provided any basis for requiring a restriction with 
respect to claim 15. Consequently the requirement for restriction with respect to 



requirement for a restriction as to claim 15 after the Examiner has given a reason for 
requiring the restriction. 

Applicant provisionally elects to prosecute the electrical connection claims 
1-13 and requests the examination of method claim 15 along with the examination of 
electrical connection claims 1-13. 



method claim 15 is not proper. Applicant reserves the right to respond to any further 



Respectfully submitted, 
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